Authors

Samira Gaid

Founder and Senior Analyst at Balqiis, a
think and do tank that focuses on Somalia
and the Horn of Africa. She brings close to
two decades of experience in peacebuilding,
mediation, and political analysis, spanning
national and sub-national dialogue,
reconciliation, and high-level negotiation
with state and non-state actors, multilateral
institutions, and national authorities. Her
research examines Somali political economy,
security, and the shifting settlements that
shape sovereignty and external engagement
in the region. She is also a regular
commentator on Somali affairs.

Joshua Craze

Is finishing a book for Fitzcarraldo Editions

on war, bureaucracy, and silence in Sudan
and South Sudan. He has twenty years’
experience working as a conflict researcher
in both countries, with organizations like
Human Rights Watch, Small Arms Survey,
Geneva Call, the World Food Programme, and
the United Nations. He has authored dozens
of papers and publishes regularly on the
situation in both countries in The Baffler, New
Left Review, Boston Review, and n+1. He was
a UNESCO-Aschberg Laureate in Creative
Writing.

Abdulghani Al-Iryani

A political and development consultant

with forty years of experience. He has

done research on constitutional reform,
anti-corruption, governance, government
capacity, state building and conflict
management and resolution, as well as social
and economic development.

Mira Al Hussein

An Associate Fellow at the Alwaleed Centre,
University of Edinburgh. She is an Emirati
sociologist and a political commentator
whose research is focused on the Arab
states of the Gulf.

“HinCoiies-WATCH AFRICA

103



Gontl Tol

A senior fellow at the Middle East Institute
(MEI), where she focuses on Turkish politics,
US-Turkey relations and regional dynamics
in the Middle East. A frequent commentator,
Dr. Tol has written extensively on Turkish
domestic and foreign policy for publications
such as Foreign Affairs, The New York Times,
Foreign Policy, and The Financial Times.

Her articles include “Turkey Is Now a Full-
Blown Autocracy” in Foreign Affairs (March
2025), “The Indispensable Erdogan” in The
New York Times and “Erdogan Sees Nothing
But Opportunity in Syria” in The Financial
Times (December 2024). She is the author
of Erdogan’s War: A Strongman’s Struggle at
Home and in Syria (Oxford University Press,
2023).

Michael Woldemariam

An associate professor and the PhD program
director in the University of Maryland School
of Public Policy. Woldemariam'’s teaching
and research interests are in African security
studies, with a particular focus on armed
conflict in the Horn of Africa. Woldemariam’s
scholarly work has been published in a
wide-range of peer-reviewed journals and
his popular essays have appeared in outlets
such as Foreign Affairs, Foreign Policy, and
Current History. His first book, Insurgent
Fragmentation in the Horn of Africa: Rebellion
and Its Discontents, was published with
Cambridge University Press in 2018.

Njoki Githieya

A policy analyst and writer whose work
focuses on peace and security, policy
analysis, and regional cooperation in the
Horn of Africa. She holds degrees in Peace,
Mediation and Conflict Research and
International Relations.

Hafsa Halawa

An independent political analyst and
mediation expert specialising in the
geopolitics of the Eastern Mediterranean,
the Red Sea and the Gulf. A former
corporate lawyer, Hafsa has over 15 years of
experience with positions in government, the
UN and INGO/NGOs, foundations and think
tanks.

“HinCoiies-WATCH AFRICA

104



Contributors to This

Publication

Hafsa Halawa

An independent political analyst and
mediation expert specialising in the
geopolitics of the Eastern Mediterranean,
the Red Sea and the Gulf. A former
corporate lawyer, Hafsa has over 15 years of
experience with positions in government, the
UN and INGO/NGOs, foundations and think
tanks.

Hana Jafar

Translator

Raga Makawi
Editor

A British-Sudanese researcher and editor.
She is a researcher at the Conflict &
Civicness Research Group (CCRG) at the
London School of Economics and previous
in-house editor at African Arguments book
series, Small Arms Survey and the Africa
Journal.

Maha Elhag

Creative Graphic and Visual Designer

“HinCoiies-WATCH AFRICA

105



Kholood Khair

The founder and director of Confluence
Advisory, a ‘think and do tank’ founded in
Khartoum, that focuses on three priority
policy areas: peace and security, economy,
and governance.

Last year, Kholood was part of the inaugural
Yale Peace Fellows working on inclusive
peace. Kholood has worked for almost two
decades across research, aid programming,
mediation and policy in Sudan and across
the Horn of Africa. She has written research
and analysis pieces for several international
publications and has provided analyses for
research and policy institutions worldwide.
Kholood has briefed the UNSC and testified
in the US Congress and UK Parliament.

Kholood has an MSc in Violence, Conflict
and Development from SOAS, University of
London and an MSc in African Studies from
the University of Oxford. Next year she will
be a Mason Fellow at the Harvard Kennedy
School.

Alex Rondos

Currently a Special Adviser at the Martti
Ahtisaari Peace Foundation (CMI) and
served as the European Union Special
Represestive for rhe Horn of Adrica between
2012 - 2021. He has been an adviser to

the Foreign Minister of Greece in the early
2000s focusing on conflict resolution in
South-Eastern Europe. He had earlier spent
over a decade serving with Catholic Relief
Servcies and as the founding director of the
International Orthodox Christian Charities. He
is a graduate of Oxford University.

“HinCoiies-WATCH AFRICA

106



