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To everyone for whom
21 September is just another
day of war,

Every year on this date the world stops
to talk about peace. This year the United
Nations has asked us to invest in peace,
for everyone, everywhere, every day.

Atrocities Watch Africa monitors and
reports on what happens to civilians in
Sudan, in the Democratic Republic of
Congo and in Ethiopia. Peace Day will
not reach them. It has not reached
them for a long time.

What we have instead is a contradiction
of sorts, and I would rather name it than
pretend it is not there.

https://www.un.org/en/node/68535
https://www.un.org/en/node/68535


What our Monitor has recorded
this year

Sudan remains the largest humanitarian crisis in
the world. More than fifteen million people are
displaced, and famine has been declared in parts
of Darfur and Kordofan. In July the UN’s own fact-
finding mission concluded that what was done in
El Fasher bears the hallmarks of genocide.

In eastern Congo, around seven million people
are displaced. The agreements exist on paper. On
the ground, civilians are still trapped between
M23, the Congolese army, the Wazalendo militias
and the Burundian troops fighting alongside
them.

In Ethiopia, the war we warned might return has
returned. More than a million Tigrayans displaced
by the last war are still unable to go home.
Meanwhile the fighting in Amhara and Oromia
has never stopped.

Underlined figures link to their sources: the AWA Monitor, the 2026 Watchlist and the UN
Fact-Finding Mission report.

https://atrocitieswatch.org/monitor/monitor-april-2026/
https://atrocitieswatch.org/monitor/monitor-april-2026/
https://atrocitieswatch.org/monitor/monitor-april-2026/
https://atrocitieswatch.org/monitor/monitor-april-2026/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/documents/thematic-reports/ahrc6177-sudan-hallmarks-genocide-el-fasher-report-independent
https://atrocitieswatch.org/monitor/2026-watchlist/
https://atrocitieswatch.org/monitor/2026-watchlist/
https://atrocitieswatch.org/monitor/monitor-april-2026/
https://atrocitieswatch.org/monitor/monitor-april-2026/


The thing I cannot stop
thinking about

If you ask me what has struck me most this
year, it is how many outside hands are in
these wars. There is no conflict on this
continent today that has not attracted the
interest of countries far away from it.

These conflicts are no longer confined to one
place. They cross boundaries in the weapons
that come in and in the influence that is
exercised over the men who give the orders.

Whoever arms a party to these wars, or
shelters its commanders, owns a share of
what that party does to civilians. Peace Day
is as good a day as any to say that plainly.



What we are asking of Africa’s
leaders

The African Union Peace and Security Council
exists to deal with exactly this. It has met on
Sudan, Congo and Ethiopia many times, and said
many times that it will intervene. No meaningful
intervention has come. I hope by the next World
Peace Day the Council has done something
tangible. Deployed a protection force. Enforced
an arms embargo. Put monitoring bodies on a
ceasefire.

Member states can help in two concrete ways.
First, by ratifying the Malabo Protocol, so that
Africa finally has a court of its own for crimes like
these. Second, by voting in Geneva this month to
renew the mandate of the Fact-Finding Mission
on Sudan in full.

https://atrocitieswatch.org/malabo-protocol
https://atrocitieswatch.org/publications/joint-civil-society-open-letter-on-sudan/
https://atrocitieswatch.org/publications/joint-civil-society-open-letter-on-sudan/


What we owe ordinary
Africans

Africans are resilient. In every
country that has been through
conflict, when there was no outside
help and no political settlement,
ordinary people went on feeding
each other, taking in strangers,
burying their dead properly and
keeping the school or the clinic
open.

That is the most real peace-making
happening anywhere in Africa right
now. If this day is going to honour
anyone, it should honour Africans,
those who have actually held these
countries together.
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