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Summary

InUgandaacontroversialbillwastabledinParliamentthatseekstoliftthe
currentpresidentialagelimitof75.Chaosensuedwithfistfightsin
parliamentafteroppositionmembersopposedtothebilltriedtohaltthe
motion.Tensionshavebeenhigheversincewiththegovernmentaligned
MPsfacingseriousquestionsfrom voterswhoareinsistentthatthe
constitutionshouldnotbeamended.Thebillisseenasanattemptby
PresidentYoweriMusevenitostandagainin2021despitebeingwellabove
the75-year-oldagelimit.

Chaosinparliamentagain

DuringthesittingonTuesday31stOctoberoftheparliamentary

committeeonlegalandparliamentaryaffairs,chaosbrokeoutbetween

Hon.RaphaelMagyeziwhoproposedtheconstitutionalamendment,his

witnessesandtheothermembersofthecommittee.Thecommittee

memberswerequicktoquestiontheauthenticityofthebill’ssupporting

documents.AmongtheissuesofconcernwasthemannerinwhichHon.

Magyeziwasabletogazettethebill.Questionswereraisedaboutthe

certificateoffinancialimplicationsfrom theFinanceMinistryaswellasthe

irregulartimeframeinwhichHon.Magyezigotleavetodraftthebill.Hon.

Ssemujjuoneofthemembersoftheabovementionedcommitteewasnot

pleasedwithMagyezihavingHon.Kafuuziasawitness.Theaccusations

soonspread,thechairpersonofthecommittee,JacobOboth,wasaccused

ofbeingpartialbecausedespitehim beinglistedasanindependent,he

attendedtherulingparty’scaucus.Hewasaccusedofhavingbeenbribed

bythepresident.Astheheatedexchangeescalated,Magyeziandhisteam

walkedoutoftheroom inprotest.



Speakersaysnomorecloseddoorconsultativemeetings

TheSpeakeroftheParliamentHonorableRebeccaKadagaadvised

membersofparliamenttostophavingcloseddoorconsultativemeetings

withfewpeopleandlocalpoliticiansonly.Shepointedoutthatshesent

MPstoconsultwiththeirconstituents,notjustafewpeoplewhothey

believerepresentthemajority.SomeoftheMPswhoseconstituentshave

beenstronglyagainstthebilldecidedtohavecloseddoormeetingswith

onlyafewpeople.Shealsoquestionedthebehaviorofthepolicesaying

thatthepoliceshouldnotchaselegislatorsbutletthem collecttheviews

oftheirpeople.

MPcallsoffconsultativemeeting

TheconsultativemeetingorganizedbyTradeMinisterHon.Amelia

Kyambaddeendedabruptlyafterherconstituentsgotrowdyandaccused

heroftryingtoaltertheirdecisiontorejecttheconstitution’samendment.

Whentheministerwenttotherally,sheaskedthepeopletostandinlines

tobecounteddependingonwhetherornottheywerefortheamendment.

Whentheexercisewasdoneandthoseagainsttheamendmentappeared

tobemore,thefinalresultwasnotannounced.Failuretoannouncethe

finalnumbersresultedinarowdycrowd.Herattemptstocalm them were

futileandthesituationturnedchaotic.Residentsaccusedherofnot

acceptingthedecisionofthemajorityandtryingtofavourthosewhowere

fortheamendment.Shewasswiftlyescortedoutofthevenueandtakento

hercarbysecurity,endingthemeetingabruptly.

Opponentsshouldfightforpower

MinsterwithoutPortfolioHon.AbdulNaddulimadeviolentremarkswhen

speakingtoveteransinMasakadistrict.Duringhisspeech,hesaidthatthe

oppositionwhichisferventlyopposedtotheamendmentofthe

constitutioncannottakeoverthegovernmentbysimplystaging

demonstrations,buttheyshouldinsteadfightforitandconsolidateitas

theNRM isdoing.Healsosaidthatthedebateontheamendmentofthe

constitutionshouldnotbeanissueforeveryone.“Whenitcomesto



seriousmatterslikethisone,onlyseniorcitizenslikemembersof

parliamentshouldbegiventheopportunitytodecide,notprimarysixpupils,”

Naduliisquotedtohavesaidduringhisspeech.
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